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Is Your Child Sick or Unable to
Attend School?

Is your child sick or unable to attend school?
Parents please report any student absences by calling the
school o�ce at 408-522-8241 or emailing
cce.absence@sesd.org or jen.maylard@sesd.org

Cherry Chase Elementary School

1138 Heatherstone Way, Sunnyvale CA 94087
Phone (408) 522-8241

Sick child? cce.absence@sesd.org

Click here to be directed to the Cherry Chase Website

School Pictures

If you did not get a chance to order your student's picture yet,
there is still time! Please contact Lifetouch Customer
Service: 1-866-955-8342 for a personal code to order online.
You will be asked some security questions before you are
given the code to verify your identity. Then, you will be able to
purchase pictures online. Also, we are planning for a Picture
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October Character Trait: Respect

During the month of October, teachers will be focusing on the
character trait of Respect.
Each class will be reading the book Say Something by Peggy
Moss to emphasize this
character trait. In our classes, we will be discussing what it
means to show respect.

What is Respect?

- Respect is treating others as you would like to be treated.

- Respect is being considerate of other people’s feelings.

- Respect means recognizing the value of people, property, the environment, and yourself.

If you would like to explore the topic more with your child, here is a list of books you can
read and discuss together.

Children’s Books
I Like Myself! by Karen Beaumont
Do Unto Otters by Laurie Keller
Respect and Take Care of Things by Cheri Meiners
Ryan Respects by Virginia Kroll
I Like Me! by Nancy Carlson

Spotlight on Curriculum

Makeup day in March 2021. More details to follow when we
get closer to that date.

pdf

Sept 2020 Citizens of the Month.pdf
Click here for a list of students who won the award for
RESPONSIBILITY during the month of September.

Download
244.3 KB

Writing: Units of Study by Lucy
Caulkins

The writing units of study help teachers provide their students
with instruction, opportunities for practice, and concrete
doable goals to help them meet and exceed any set of high
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Writer's Workshop

Just as students learn to read best by reading, writers learn
best by writing. To make the most progress, kids need
ownership of their own writing and guidance from an adult
writer. Writer's workshop gives kids the time to write. There
are 4 main components to writer's workshop.

1. Mini-lesson
Mini-lessons are short, focused, and direct. They typically fall
into the categories of classroom procedures, the writing
process, the qualities of good writing, and editing skills.

2. Writing
Here kids are writing for sustained time about topics of their choice. They are drafting,
planning, rereading, revising, and proofreading.

3. Conferring
Teachers meet with students about their writing. Conferring with students is also a chance to
gather informal assessments of writers’ progress. Based on these assessments, a teacher
can plan what to teach in a future mini-lesson. Or they can pull a small group together to
address a common area of need.

4. Share Time
This is a special time when writers can share their writing with the whole class. It might be a
completed piece. It might be a draft that the student wants help problem-solving. It’s a time
when students learn to give and receive responses to one another’s writing. Teachers are
doing this in breakout rooms, whole group, or through Seesaw blog.

3 Genres of Writing

standards.The units of study are built on best practices and a
proven framework developed over decades of work. The units
of study support explicit instruction in opinion/argument,
information, and narrative writing and provide rich
opportunities for practice. It helps teachers observe and
assess students' writing and develop students' use of self-
monitoring strategies and set them up for growth.

Throughout the year students are working on three genres of
writing.

1. Opinion
States an opinion or what you want
Gi h
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Examples of Writing in the Virtual Classroom

Opinion Writing
Here is an example of a second
grader's opinion writing.

The Best Part Of
Me
Fourth grade did a class project
called the Best Part of Me. Here
is a writing sample from the
project.

Responding to
Literature
In kindergarten, students
listened to a story and then
used pictures to make a
connection to the main
character. Then they used the
microphone in Seesaw to talk
about their picture. Orally telling
stories and using drawings is
the foundation of writing for our
youngest writers.

2. Personal Narrative
Tells a personal story
Focuses on one event that is signi�cant to the writer
Needs to include elements of a story (who, where, et).
Uses details
Uses feelings
Is re�ective
Includes vocabulary

3. Informative
Explains why, how, or what
Focuses on one topic
Includes ideas that explain and support
Uses comparisons (-er, -est, similes)
Uses details
Includes vocabulary
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5th Grade Narrative Writing Essay

Here is an example of a �fth grade narrative writing essay.

10 Tips to Help Build Your Child's Writing Skills

1. Provide a variety of materials for writing. Fun pens and
pretty papers can be a great motivational tool.

2. Create a space in your home for writing that is free from
distractions.

3. Choose strong vocabulary words to learn at home for the
week. Use these words in your daily oral vocabulary and
written work. Words such as “obstacles” and “curious” are a
great start. See if your child can use them both in a written story.

4. Integrate core academic area writing at home. Do a science project together and then write
about the process or results.

5. Encourage writing for a variety of purposes. Your child could make a shopping list, write a
�ctional story or send a letter.

6. Use technology to improve writing. Encourage your child to send an e-mail to a friend or
publish a story online with a program such as Little Bird Tales, WriteReader, or Book Creator.

7. Allow your child to observe you writing on your own. Be a good role model and smile while
you are doing it, too! Take time to share your writing with him or her and talk about how you
use writing in your personal and professional life. Show a variety of different written work
such as a written letter, business communication or journal page.

8. Connect writing with your child’s passion. If your child is interested in the Magic Tree House
series of books, encourage him/her to write a letter to the author, Mary Pope Osborne. If your
child is interested in mysteries, have him/her create a scavenger hunt with written clues to �nd
a hidden treasure.

9. Celebrate writing in a variety of ways. You could:
Host a family “open mic” night once a month and take turns reading poems or stories
written by family members out loud.
Tape completed stories to the refrigerator.
Do a happy dance with your child when a completed writing project comes home from
school with a positive note.

10. Last, but not least, it is important to provide time to write daily. In order for writing skills to
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the schedule. This will help your writer to practice and gain con�dence in his or her writing.

Additional Writing Resources

6 ways to encourage young writers

How writing develops

Help your child write a story

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Activities

Lego Challenges
Students in fourth grade had
the opportunity to make lego
structures and record a video
talking about their creation on
Flipgrid. Their peers were able
to watch their videos and
comment with their own video.

Talent Show
Some second grade students
had the opportunity to put on a
talent show to showcase their
talents and passions with their
peers.

Breakout Rooms
Students in all grades are
engaging in small group
breakout room activities that
range from academic
interactions, sharing, social
time, and small group
collaboration.

Mindfulness

Mindfulness at School
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Mindfulness Read Aloud

Read Aloud: I AM PEACE- A Book of Mindfulness

District SEL Instructional Coach: Rachel Bacosa reading the book I AM PEACE- A Book of Mindfulness. Please
share with your children.

Mindfulness Resources

MINDFULNESS AND THE BRAIN—HOW TO EXPLAIN IT
TO CHILDREN

Explaining how mindfulness and the brain works can seem a daunting task, yet it can be one of the best ways
to show how mindfulness works for us and how it helps our brain to function properly.

12 Days of Mindfulness Activities

Incorporate mindfulness activities into your daily activities.

Candle Breath

Third grade students are encouraged to practice breathing strategies such as candle breath to calm
themselves and regulate their emotions.

Research shows that mindfulness skills improve memory, organizational skills, reading and
math scores, all while giving kids the tools they need to handle stress. Educators know that
children learn best when they are comfortable, safe, and relaxed. Teachers are �nding ways to
integrate mindfulness into the curriculum and other activities they do. Two examples of how
teachers are bringing mindfulness into the classroom is through breathing strategies (ie.
candle breath) and movement (ie. yoga poses.)

Many teachers also use GoNoodle in to practice meditation or breathing activities. Below are
instructions on how you can use GoNoodle at home to continue to support your child.
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Go Noodle.pdf
Click here to learn how to use GoNoodle and access videos your child
child can do to practice breathing strategies and meditation.

Download
1.3 MB
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Helpful Parent Resources

Click here to go to the Cherry Chase PTA Website

https://www.cherrychasepta.org/

